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By DON BOU '\”\”

Hevatd Latin Ameiica & tlitar

{ 1ite The Misiai Heraid publishing &6

SAN JOSIE, Costa Rica = o

SThe Costa Rican yoveramen {
hias asked the A'wm Admin-
“istration to recall the repuied d.
CiA chicf in Costa Rica amid:
" rumorstof an attempt to av-
“erthirow PAColdCut Jooe Fl-
"‘h(‘}\'.‘,.‘

- Cne Sun  Jose newspapery
“gaid the recall of US. Ay
}.a sacdor Walier C. Ploesar
o has been demanded, but
tne forcign munistry and’

ke

'\)

President Figueres vigorously

have denied it

Appaiently to “avoid om-

parrassment to the United
*States, Costa Rica also olfi-’
cially denies that it has ©ob

tnmcd the recall of
. (Teq) Williamsoi. Dut it is

“knownr, that lie is C)\DCCLLU to-
Jeave the country by Feb. 32

Jfor anoihen assignrnent. Wll-
liamson, first secretary of the'

U.6. embassy, i widely #Cq-

aar

wgarded in San Juse a5 @ CI

: xo}ucacmauvc.

Liv THI situation so dctcno-
"atod last month thai C.
SAllen Stewart, a Jongtimie

7 ..ncnd »f.. Figueres who is
now a State Department’
trouble-shooter  for Latin

America, was quietly rushed
1o San Jose in an effort to
straighten out the mess.

« The State Department re-

pm':eoly was astonished at’

the suggestion that the Unit-
.gd Stales might be iavolved
*in any plot against the demo-

Cmuu\‘ly clected government’

of Costa Rud
ered one of
most democratic,
American natiogs.
The entire p;oblcm wa
further aggravated by the de
parlure on Junuvary 9 of Lar-
ry Hayrison, popular young
diractor of the U.S. aid pra-
gram jn Cosla R im. e left
on a scheduled L 5 to Wash-
ington and did no Teturn,

LIARRISON'S  departure
officially: was described as a
©ofroutine” Lransior but it is
widely .accepted in Costa
‘Rica that he was, in effect,
iired bytheambassador, por-
haps after becoming too in-

1ong consid-

)
AN
"
Tl

T depuly eoar dinator of
58 pmma“\_' :

)n \Vc\an.u"tl‘)u. : . Ly

‘“arl‘

hig ucmlap.u.re 3
and pxo"

Klnine,
Lllb '\1'

qistant Lo Herman

rm

liance 1or Pro

CNLY ﬁmfnn -5 of the
glory have suri m,d in the
AN press. Al af lﬁ‘
Lnown, Dul it
from reliable

boo\.a A\‘(
may never be
is )‘)Osslb‘
sources both here and in the
United States, to piece 1o~
"':‘L.A.,L s0ime of the (’VCl.Lu. .
The episode is believ cd to
have had its genesis with ‘the
clection, and subsequent y\-
auguration in May 1"'0, ,0f
Figueres — @ charter mem-
ber of Latin Amcrica's  s0-
called “democratic left,” to a
four-ycar cim as pre esident.

Alnost 1.nm~.dmmy Fi-
gucres began “puilding
bridges” to iac Commuaist

bloc. with Costa Rica becom-
ing the first Central Ameri-

scun nation to establieh di;‘;io- .

tics
and

matic and commercial
with the Soviet Union
Lastern Furope, :

The move created constcr-
nation within some of the
military-run governments of
Central Amcrica.

And it also  apparently
aroused concern within the
Amarican Embassy - sald to
be deeply aivided botween
liberals and conservatives,

ny ‘ LAST
vore pcaching
olficinls  of  Willlarmnsow’s
close ties with m wmcrs of
the political opposition and
of indiscrect umwka made
by his Cuban wifc regarding
the country's alleged march
toward comraunism,
Willimson,  who  had
gerved in Cuba just hefore,
the Castro takeover, also was
blamed for the scizure andg

fall, reporls
Costa Rican

< buraiag-of some Marxist lit-

erature coming In through
the dllpull The blame arose
through his involvement ina

echnicul assistance prog Lam

“on security.
In late

November,

goveranient miade an infor-

October or carly
the Costa Rican

apn vison i how S':Cu;\l nge

erman -
mysterious sln,) wh

"boxes”

slidte Dc;)alm.ans Cosla
Tican Desk in
- st Willinagson be removed.
No action was . takes, al
though Pioescr is- said to
have complained to Figucres
ahouti going over his lhicad
and lodging C\)fﬂnldlﬂlﬁ with
an “office boy” or c.zunu'

boy” in Washington.

Tigueres, in turn, Is said to
have 1'cplie<t that it wasn’t
s concern if the State De-
pwurl.em rau its Costa Rican
Dc\.}\ hrough an office boy;
“that his interest was in hav-
ing Wil amson recalled 10
avert a majors bcancm

'HxL‘\ on Dec. 1/, a ‘Ils‘1~
"C“)O"Lcd S\r“nun" a
ALII had
unloaded “long,  wooden
on a remote beach
pear Punta Salsipuedes on
{he Osz Peninsula, in the
southern part of the counlry
on the Pacific side.

The ship was jdentificd as

' the Waltham, and the "Costa

Rican government later re-
“ceived .nfomnuon that me
vessel was registerea to th
“eommeicial section - of t“e
state Departnient.” That ag
parently was inaccurate.

In - fact, neither Jane's
Fighting Ships nor Tloyd’s
Registry lists any Waltham.

"The closest Lo it is the Walt- .

han \’Acuo y, & 455-foot ves- '
sel owned Ly the U.S. Come
merce Departmeit and 1u<'\>-
- teved at Lhc port of San ¥ran-
icisco, Thei is nothing to
suggest th at it was the same
ship sighted off Costa Rica.

11 WAS {irst reported th \L
the “long, woodnn hoxes”
coutained weapons, althiouph
hy the Lime a Costa Rican
x.ml Guard vmtzol '>()L ‘to tha
“rugged region all that was
found was a {ew Coke hot-
(los and  some cellophane
wrapperi. '

A >1n13 was later puttout :

that it apparently was w his-
Ry cor ‘.Lmlmnd that had heen,
“put ashore, alil hough'it is be-i,
lieved the Cosla Rica govern-,
ment still does not know for.

Washington cispel
againab the govern: nent,

presumably was put oui to
rumors  of Lacoud

If the’ hoxes did contain
WeaP0Ls, their ultimate pus-
pose can o1y be glessed.

Tt in this atmospheve of
coup  talk, Williamson  al-
Jegedly remar Led that the Fi-

.Busres government would
not last muuh longer. 'le ren
imark got pack to Costa,

_R can omual..

~and was

U raeeting \Vu.h CA.

©assistant secrctal
{for inter-American aifairs,

. Meyer reportedly was a5+

.ionishod 4t the suggestion .

tqe United Staics might ¥e
T

y of stale

mvol vad in an alleged plot
as-
ol

soverihrow lic

l‘lULALCS
sured  the amb:.xf:sdo*
Washington's contint
f’o()u\Vlll toward Costa Rica,
and Pio :’nlbhu “nlnCu.R(.C @l
tion.
. ' Al
On Tharsda
art dlu\’(.‘ Ji
Syenaained {! rough
end, ¥is visit inciuded a lon
conversation wiih
“during  whiclh  the
Costa Rican move toward
Cominunist camp preswm
was disclsse
: On Sunday, Jan, 10, while
-.Stc art was still n town, a
article cared - on -
I’ag«:e 19 of Nacion, a -
morning and -San’
Jose's circuiation
daily. cel
1t speculated  that
Costa Rican government was
considering declaving \\\1.'
«liwmson persona non grata.

The next day, Jan. 11, on
Page 61 of La Nacion, anar-
ticle appeared under a two-
column headline in whica
Costa Rican Foreign Minister
_ Gonzalo Facio c.u.md the re-
port.
COOTHE SN T
Costa Rica,” Facio sald,
not  considered  declaring
{persona) non grate M. Wil
hamuo“, dvcum of svzcc:.l

ang
Ta
tabloid
lar 1 Lbu

L}’ C

GOVIIN

iN

dignant
emmﬁ iproVette ﬁéleaseszmzfm/1ao@monvosﬁwmda1666%6os s i the Amerieun L

basdy, nor any oiher mu‘nbcz"



.

.

S '_

" oparty cong

+ The

ACAs
CASOSE,
. h

Ap

o s dalinguisied  wipius
matic mission 5 mend appearing la the iocal
i g .
T , . press Jan, 24, noied that Hare
Facio’s slatement added, 3‘;‘_“5_?,‘?“4’_‘“ ‘,"O d ‘ _‘11,‘1&_
however, that he widerstood ]'br:"‘s (Ansio Was /@  nor
that “within a hmt'tim(, wip, al and usual thing within
L 1S . ~ P A . i1
Wi liamson, who has served the U.S. Staie Deparlment
and that P)ocsC“ would take

more than
Le iransfor- airect Cnul"’\’.: of the dlu }u()'

(23
red to another destination.” ““”)

in Costa Rica for
four years, will &

on 2 AR flliamson and Marris
This was in accord With nor \,‘ “.w unson. and Harison,
. i . s aVS caer fare botih cood
mal . diplomatic  practices, ;:‘05‘,’, 1otEer, art hol goo
' HYTN . ‘

Facio said. _ ‘
( Itis understood that Wil-
Ty e il Tas v, 41,_.~
:haln._s&c)‘n }J.lT: x‘ow leave W piea ocser
 country by Teb. 22, ly coincidenta! thet he
¢ The qumors —conthied, nad been in Guateinala,
T however, occasionally surface called up and said he was in
;ing il the press. JVihe aven and would “like (o
3 N . N .

N 14, D come qown Tor a couple” of

_ON JAN, 14, a statewmient: - days and sce ray old friend,
signed by hLoc oovcmment Pepé (Figueres)” ,
regsmen appeared.,

RN i‘.ihﬂ';""“ visit to Costa,
SAYS, Was pure-

i Diavi Costa Rica, an’ Piotser alie scolls al rus
‘n;:th.,l.d}m.‘ cf. b\‘(oi’ o qu-c-‘ wors of low moralc within ‘
CAILeTROON LaLIoIQ ant SISCL, (Lo opybassy, “You'd have a’

paper to La Mora, - hard trae finding saoraie any
Among other things, I petier than it is here right
statement sala it was kilown pow.” " .
“positively” that Williamsen
had “mixed directly” in.criti-
“cisms of the Figucres Admin-
istration and tl.at he mu
m;xd“ “intolerable "rermarks’”
agalist the government.

“sepding
he Units
a governs
Figucres
trying ¢

i QOn the face of i,
Ploeser (o represcnt
ced States befove
ment  headed by
- would seawm like
% raix oil with water,
| Statement _also ac~: " grinaned at seven and a,
cused the CIA" of being in-lassic example of the self-
valved in the mysterious ship  ade ram,  Ploeser  (pro-
movements and the alleged "pounced Play-zer) classifics
arms drop near Punta Salsi- himsell as po.w.cal “mid-
pucdes. “dle-roader.” s hackground
indicates a more conserva-
In,k IICA\/\, a San Jose t\’CﬂAHlO‘(”’)Ty E
morii uf* tabloid of limited As early as lt,(() he was
sciveulation, reported Jan. 36 calii ing for the removal of

‘i a front-page story that Fi- “mmn.v taxcs on husiness’”
queres also has asked the and correction of a hostile:

“United States (o reeall Ploess government attitude  toward
e, the conscrvative midwest- husiness, In 1().‘;4, duting
Cein businessmarc assigned pid for reelect jon to Con-
“here as ambassador in April gress, he charged that contin
#1970, I.a Hora attributed its uation of Rooscvelt’s New
information to a member of Deal would mean an Amcri-
Figueres cabinet, ‘ can fwonarchy. Rooscvelt's,

Through it all, expressions 1'>o.<;L-war plans,  Plocser
‘of pub.lc regret, as if meant claimed, calied for sciting up

b

o deliberately necdle the - of “what amounts Lo a fase
American I'mbassy contin- cist state, with the govera-
ur-q to-pour from Costa Rican  mient conscripting enterprise,

non

officials about the depariurc " ca u)ital and labor as weil

of Hariison, the US a.cl. . ‘
‘chief in Costa Rica,® ’ 1\T 1945, hie was & prime
© “Ploeser himsclf has taken Ciostion ‘»?USCC of orpanized
charge of the aid program as abor but still managed to
' win a third term as a con-,

part of a worldwide reorgani-
ization of U.S. forei;;n assis-
jance,

An amiable man who cele-
hrated his G4th birthday Jang
S, the day Stewart arrived in

grcssman frora Missourl, He

Jater was defeated, o 1048,
while .L.(.k”lf_{' a fourth teryn
In 1937, Plocscr was Ap-

pointed by the Eisenhower

: o S L Admindstration as ambassas
town, - PI .m'. nsists hat *“aop g paraguay, where he
bnih | Harelson's  departure was awardcd. the Grand
Tand \”nu,pm‘rm s nending dos Cross of Daracuay by the
par L.l.‘m- are “,”‘l“‘”. trans- “()\"‘nmcnt of Gen. Alfredo |
fors” and that ne stinds by gyoegsner, last of  latin

‘ihe Costa Rican fmm"n mins

Ar.wrua s old-siyle caudillos.
istor's statements  in bmh

.

+ e e - - - e

':.omc 5

 Commuunist
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St ChnG v il Leul l‘\;”:’
Missoui from 1964 o _lJn\v.' ;
In 1964 there was pressuce
on Liim Lo run {or governor Of
Missoun but he declined. '

AHFTELR Lis appointment as
ambassacor to Costa Rica
was announced,  hc was
asked what he  thought the
Nixen Administration policy
toward latin Amcrica sl‘oulu\
be. He saidy i
“We should go in available
“to help & country, not go in

like =a school-tcacher and; ..
say, ‘H are all the a:‘.-fw'
swers)S

Mo wlso had & commient on .
carcer Giplomats, saying he.
thought that Nixon and other , .
presidm:: were right iioap- . e eeen ©
noiminc ambassadors  froi

other than the For-

o Service, He said he folt

that Iorcign Service officials

C()lhu lack dCC‘al\/C 1CSS.

" “This stems from the sys-

of grading within the

reign  Service. Xnoawing °

{hat promotions depand on a

written evaluation of work,

professional diplomats  hesi-

tatc tc take courageous.

stands,” he was quoted as”

saying. “This lack of courage

‘in the pinch grows out of a

~lifetime of trying not to
make & mistake.

WIHILE Ploeser’s philoso-

phy is oricnted more to that
of the pm'mauc, and  suc-
cessful midwestern business-
man which he is, Figucres
philosophy leans in the direc-
tion of the easiern intelleatu-
al establishinent. oo

He led, in 1948, an anti-
revolution  in
Costa Rica, then became pro-
visional president. He was
clected Lo & five-year term as
constitutional president iu.

c))u. '

Figueres, who congiders
himsel} a Social Democrat of .,
ihe European varicty, has ai-
ways been closcly identificd
with U.S. intellectuals of the
Schlesinger - Stevensoin-Ken-
nedy philosophy, and at one
time was accoided an hono-
rary m embership. in the
Americans for Democratic
Action, Mis wife, the former
Karen Olsen, is a New York-
born sociolnzist,

Figueres, G4, was fnauau-
rated May 8, 1070, for his
“eurrent four-year term. - ;
Plooser arvived to take up .
hig doties Apcil 18§, u,uudl. ) .
three weeks belol'e the inau
guration. . o .
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Iﬁocscr

7*";,”

Constltuuo'mlly cIcctcd president  of
Costa Rica who took o
May 8, 1870, Had scrved. an olected. torm
from 1053-58 and also a year as provisional
president in 1948-49 after teading successful

anti-Communist revolution,

American country,

. Trst nine months of current admxmsud- L
tion marked by opening of commercial and -
diplomatic relations with Communist bloc
nations of Eastern Europe,
Rica first Central American nation ;o do so,
Has caused concern in some nnluaxy domi-
nated governments of the region and in con-
servative cireles within Cost“ Rica,

- Figueres, 64, is internationally known

H ,_“. L “’

fed
il

ce for third time

o J‘.is Central

‘making

St Touxs insurance- cxu.uwa' long
Republican politics, Nixon Acumm“'x‘auon
political appointee as U.S. ambassador 1o
Costa Rica in carly 1970, Post had been va-

cant for several months and was one of last
L"tm American ambassadorial jobs filicd by
Nixon Admm'strauow after taking office.

* Ploeser, €4, served as U.S. a rha‘.mwx {0
Paraguay from 1957 to 1959 as Xisenliower
Administration political appointee, Avrarded
Grand Cross of Paraguay by government of
Paraguayan strongroan Alivedo Strocssner,
Resigned as ambassador in 1059,

mezca politics in 1920 with clection to.

Missouri Slale House of Representatives,

,Served four terms in U.S. Congress as repre-

- sentative from Missowr? 1941-1949.
>I-..‘. ‘ I (. ’
Qj jt .-..,'7;":’_1.') gilninTe
Ju \.l_/j;;r\'{_/ ]i“:/x,l_/,‘.
& ¢

acquainted in U.S.

tured at

called “democratic left,”

Cosla

after 1948 revolufion.

First Sccne»ary of Ach ican unbecsy in
San Jose, Costa Rica. Recall kas been asked
by Costa Rican government for allegedly in-
voiving himseil in country’s internal afiairs.
Listed as embassy political officer but com-
mo“ly regarded in Costa Rica as CIA chief
of station, Due to leave country by Teb, 22, .
1971. S
Background sketehy but Foreinn Service
. Registry lists place of birth as New Vork

City on March 13, 1915, Served in U.S. Azmy
from 1941 to lJJS Member of the exccutive
stail of the governor of the Panama Canal

. Zone from 1%5 to 1952, . | R

active .

1964 to 1966,

roader”
“-servative ovientation. prime target of orea-

" Rica in April 1970,
. (Pepe) Fig

Defeat- . }\mdn pmsmum

liberal democrat with philosophical ‘ties {n-

the Social Democrats of Etrope, Also well |

intelectual circles, }

ticularly among Kennedyites and has loc- ]

t Harvard and other American uni-
versities, Charter meniber, along with Pucs-

~ to Rico’s Luis Munoz Marin and Venczuela
Romulo Betancourt, of L%Lm Amcncas 50-

Has wrilten scveral books, articles and
pamphlels o political philosophy and also
on the aspirations of Costa Rica’s Nalional |
Liberalion Party (PLN). which he founded ' Hii s
Married to former
Karen Olsen, a New York born sociologist,

- Embassy in Spain

oG in bid for fifth term in 1948 clections,
Pressure on him to run as GOP candidate for
governor of Missouri in 1964 but declined,
Republican | national commiticoman Irom

Classilics himself as political “middle-
but background reflects more conw

nized labor in 1946 clection to Congress.
Staunch opponent of Roosevell New Dead,
Active In immediate post-war ycars in anti-
Communist activitics as national chairmean

_of Demdlay Committee on Amcnc an activi-

tics.

Took up po‘;t as nnuass«mo" to Costa
shorilly before Jose
gueres was ingugurated as Costa

pir-

S. .

Apparcntly joined Foreign Service in
1952 and was assigned to Havana as politi-
cal olficer, remaing there for most of imne-
diate pre-Castro period. Marvied to Cuban,
Appointed as po,itical officer to American
' in 1960. Returned to
Washington in 1966, Assigned to Costa Ric
in 1968, . ’ :

Registry says Wililamson has had “pri-
vate experience” but gives no  indication
where or wiicn. *Also identifies him as, once
an assistant manager of an electric company

‘but gives no further details.
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owitiee v Goreipn Plinive

-G

“Wednesday /iw)f 0815 TLeave Lome on RK 541

March 10 13%¢ 0910 Axrive Acera, Ghana

Thursday _

Merch 11 IR ACCRA

Friday j050 1330 Leave Acera on MY 202

March 12 -, <» 14207 Avvive Abidjan, IVORY COAST

Saturday - IN ABIDJAN (Rest Stop)

March 13 - '

Sunday ' IN ABIDJIAN

March 14 '

///’Monday o 1230 Leave Abidjen on WI CO1

 March 15 1805 Avrive Bathurst, GABIA

Teesdsy : - I BATHURST

Merch 16 ' Ry cer or charier eircraft to DAKAR

Weduesdsy 0730 Leave DARAR on MR 1062

Yarch L7 ' 0825 Aryive Nouakchotl, MAURILITAN

GRS

Thureday x'{ﬁi( 1630 Leave Nouzkchott on.RK-315

March 18 e 1725 Arrive DAIAR mni e 2

Friday d?ﬁﬂ‘; 1045 Leave Dakar on RK b2

March 19 | 220 - 1850 Avrive Paris, FRANCM (Transit) A,Jgf

Saturday ' . 1415 Leave Pavis on AF 730

o Mareh 20 1655 Arvive Stockholm, SWEDEN
Sundey ~IN STOCKHOLHM s .
- March 21 . : ! 4
' : ) O
Monday N Dail) fl}ghts, Stochholm to- haw—York 1'4) /
/./ 1
RN ,Lm (330 - ety o
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WASHINGTON-~REP, DANTE B, FASCELL, CHAIRMAN OF ‘THE HOUSE IHTER

'AMERICAN AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITEE, SAID MONDAY HE WOULD HOLD HEARINGS TO
leUESTIGATE A REPORT ALLEGING CIA INVOLVEMENT IN A PLOT AGAINST S
4COSTA RICA PRESIDENT JOSE FIGUERES, R
~} ~ HIS COUNTERPART ON THE SENATE FOREIGHN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, SEWN, Ly
iFRANK CHURCH, D-IDAHO, CHAIRMAN OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERW SR
MHEMISPHERE AFFAIRSN EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER THE SAME MATTER,

i THE TWO REFERRED TO A COPYRIGHTED ARTICLE IN THE MIAMI HERALD SUJD&Y.
¢WHICH SAID COSTA RICA HAS ASKED THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION TO RECALL THE |
~ 'REPUTATED CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA) CHIEF OF THE COUNTRY AwID |
: RUMORS OF AN ATTEMPT T0 OVERTHROW FIGUERES.' e _ Ct
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